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CommeiJ.ts on the Death of Dr. Slepian
Professor Lucinda Finley Comments on a Women's Right to Choose
by S.A. Cole
On October 23, 1998,
Dr. Barnett Slepian was shot
and killed, gunned down by a
sniper whom authorities be
lieve to be responsible for the
shootings of at least four other
abortion providers. This inci
dent is the latest in a string of
abortion-related violence in
Western New York. On Octo
ber 29, the Opinion talked with
UB Law Professor Lucinda
Finley, who is deeply involved
in Western New York's
struggle to protect a woman's
right to choose.
Professor Finley, who
argued the abortion-related
ca<;e Schenck v. Pro-Choice
Network of Western New York
before the U.S. Supreme Court
in October of 1996, and con-

tinues to work on this clinic
protest injunction case before
the U.S. District Court here in
Buffalo, is familiar with the ha
rassment and threats experi
enced by those who obtain or
facilitate abortions.
"Anyone who's involved
in protecting, securing, and pro
viding abortions for women is
a potential target," said Profes
sor Finley. "Everyone who
works in providing abortion
services constantly gets
threats ."
"People who run clin
ics, or work in clinics, get crank
calls--or who knows, maybe not
so crank. They get threatening
phone calls at their homes all
the time."
The problem becomes
deadly when coupled with the
difficulty of protecting the lives

of abortion advocates and pro
viders on a day-to-day basis.
"Every time some
thing tragic happens, for a few
weeks or months, everything
will be on high alert--and then
people will get complacent
again," said Professor Finley.
"I think we're kidding our
selves if we think law enforce
ment is going to [protect] all
of us, every day, for the next
eighteen years."
However, Professor
Finley firmly believes that the
recent violence, and the con
stant risk, has not deterred
those committed to a women's
right to decide her own repro
ductive future.
"The outpouring of
calls from doctors and
physician's assistants around
the country offering to come
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Professor Carr Speaks out on the Parker
Verdict, Slepian's Murderer, and Hate Crimes
by Russ Klein and
Peter Nicely
The conclusion of the
Jonathan Parker murder trial
and the assassination of area
OB/GYN doctor Barnett
Slepian thrust the criminal jus
tice system back into the fore
front of debate.
The jury in the Jonathan
Parker case finally returned
with a sentence of life in
prison. Carr reacted to the sen
tence by stating that "as a per
son who is not a proponent of
the death penalty, I would say
it's a difficult thing to be satis
fied with one way or another. .
One human being lost his life,
for what is essentially a sense
less reason no matter what it
is, and another human being
has all but lost his life. I mean,
this is a kid compared to me,
at least, and he'll be in jail for
the rest of his life with no pos
sibility of parole, so its a lose
lose situation, but I think for
me its preferable to killing."
The aspect of the sen
tence that sparked the most
outrage for many people is the
report that one juror apparently
refused to consider 'the option
of the death penalty. Carr

pointed out that from this side
of the judicial system, we can't
he sure of why she came to that
conclusion . "When she en
tered into deliberation in the
sentencing phase, she already
heard the evidence that Parker
put in mitigation. So it may be
that that is what moved her to
the point, and the law says she
is allowed to do that if she hears
something in the mitigation
phase that she is satisfied it
stands in mitigation of the
death sentence."
While some talked about
possible sanctions for this ju
ror, Professor Carr said it
would set a bad precedent. He
compared it to the attack now
against the Clinton Presidency,
not for how it would hurt the
president personally, hut for
how it will affect the institution
of the presidency. An attack on
this one juror could have a
"chilling effect'' on future ju
rors.
Carr said that he believes
that it stacks the deck to ex
clude anyone unwilling to sup
port capital punishment from a
death penalty case. "What it
says is that at least there is no
chance from what people say
here, that they won't consider

help out the clinic in Buffalo
has been very gratifying..so
certainly not all doctors are be
ing scared away."
While Professor
Finley acknowledged that
some doctors may find the
dangers too great to continue
performing abortion services,
she stressed that "I could
hardly blame someone for put
ting their personal and family
security first."
When asked about
the viability of performing
abortion services in hospitals,
instead of easily targeted clin
ics, Professor Finley re
sponded with a look at the his
tory and role of clinics in the
women's movement.
"There is a very long
and complicated history here.
Initially, the move to clinics,

shortly after Roe v. Wade, was
part of the women's health
movement, when not very
many hospitals would provide
abortions, and those that did
were charging extraordinarily
high prices.
"For first and second
trimester abortions, there's ab
solutely no medical reason
why it needs to be done in a
hospital, and abortion done in
a hospital is invariably going
to cost at least twice, maybe
three times more. So the ini
tial move to clinics in the '70's
was a feminist health-move
ment inspired trend to make
abortion more accessible to
more than just middle and up
per-class women, and wanting
to have it in a women-cen
tered, caring, compassionate

Continued on page 3
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this. There is every
chance that they
will . I don't think its
really fair." Profes
sor Carr pointed to
life in prison as he
ing a worse sen
tence. "I made a
choice to do an act
of violence, and as a
result of that, I can't
make
anymore
choices." He scoffL----------,----------,
ed at those who pointed to cable ter, my friend<;, strangers are Mourners left flowers and
television and nice sneakers, doing their Christmas shop signs in rememherance of Dr.
saying "the truth is that some- ping now, taking their kid<; to Slepian at the premises of his
body else has the key.'' Once a movie, eating at their favor office on Maple Road on
October 25, 1998.
we execute them, "they are ite restaurant, and I'm here."
dead and gone for all we know,
Following the murder of
its over for them. You put them Dr. Barnett Slepian, there was Inside This
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in jail, every day they have to
think that my brother, my sis-
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"Will the lounge be
one before we graduate?"
-an SBA student represen
ative, at the October 28th
BA meeting.
After being informed
bout students disgruntled at
he amount of time the reno
ation of the student lounge
·s taking, Dean Carrel told

the Opinion:
"The lounge will be
done in two weeks."
Students should be on
the lookout for a memo tell
ing them when and where
to register their ID numbers
so that they can have access
to the lounge.
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Stress Management: Calming the Rage Within
The other day, I almost
put my @#$ % hoot through
my @#$%& computer. The
reason? Well, there were two.
The first one: I couldn't
find the little computer com
mand on " Microsoft Word" to
make my document format to
"line skip. " Oh, I found the
icon to make my document
look like a 17"'-century mar
riage contract, and I found the
icon to make my document
look like a futuristic domestic
partnership agreement. But I
couldn't find the "line skip"
icon, even though when I use
" Wordperfect" (generally
thought to be the same thing
as " Microsoft Word" espe
cially hy many people who
submit to the Opinion) I find
it with practiced ease.
Like a stereotypical fif
ties secretary, instead of a hip,
technologically-adroit nineties
law student, I called my boy
friend to fix the problem. The
conversation went something
like this:
"Hi, darling!"
" WHERE IS THE
GODDAM 'LINE SKIP' BUT
TON ON YOUR NO-GOOD
COMPUTER, YOU LOUSY
PIECE OF MMMMMFFFF
FFFF/1/SOSDOIF... "
Only a subsequent ex
planation, telling him I was in

the middle of a midterm (take
home. Honor code. Had to he
typed .) saved my relationship.
But then again , it may
still he in jeopardy. Because,
aside from what will soon he
known in my house as the "line
skip" incident, there is another
hoot-through-the-computer
thing going on in my life.
It's a phenomenon I'm
sure all of you can relate to: the
semester is well on its way to
being over, and my life is turn
ing into a high-stress, sleep
deprived mess.
I don't know about you,
hut times like these inspire my
imagination to new heights of
violence and creativity. They
also inspire my nearest and
dearest to run for the hills, or,
at the very least, make sure I
am presented with a stiff drink
to de-fuse me at the door.
Because of these nearest
and dearest, I do my best at
these high-stress times to get
rid of almost all my aggression,
anger, and angst before they
come home, or whc::n thc::y are
in another room . This involves
a bizarre amalgam of activity
that really makc::s mt: set:...wdl,
sort of weird, hut also save.<; me
lots of monc::y on therapy.
In the interest of hdping
out my fellow law students, I
would like to share some of

thc::se kchniques with you .
Bea'r in mind, what's good for
the goose might not he good
for the gander, or, more collo
quially speaking, what's good
for the Opinion Editor might
not he good for the People She
Inflicts the Opinion On. But
it's all in good fun, so ...

Patented Cole Stress
Management Technique
Number One: INTERAC
TIVE NEWS WATCHING
Ac; my first-year room
mate will tell you, there is
nothing I enjoy more than un
kashing the pain and anguish
that is my lifo on the innocent
faces of Bonnie Batista, Wolf
Blitzer, Dan Rather, or that
cute couple, McNeil & Lehrc::r.
"This week, President
Clinton admitted to indulging
in an 'inappropriate relation
ship' with former White House
intern, Monica L e winsky.
Analysts say-- "
"Quit mincing words,
Wolf! She jacked him off! Who
gives a rat's ass what 'ana
lysts' say, I want you to find
the taped phone sex calls! We
managed it for Nixon! Don't
Let me down, Wolf!"
As that same former
room mate will also attest, get
ting your rocks off lambasting
media figures is a rather un
merciful amusement for those
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forced to share your TV with
you, hut hey--it's better than
climbing to the roof of your
apartment with a loaded shot
gun, eh ?

Patented Cole Stress
Management Technique
Number Two : SHOPPING.
Yes, for clothes. Hey
lay off, I'm ashamed of myself
as it is (this is one of those
"dirty little secrets" you don't
broadcast for light or transient
causes).
And what do you
MEAN : " She buys new
clothes?''
Patented Cole Stress
Manag--aw, you know what
I'm
talking
about :
FLAMBOUYENTLY SMOK
ING CIGARETTES .
Nominally, I have quit.
Or rathc::r, I go long stretches
without smoking. Or, even
more-rather, I haven't quit at
all, hut I'm a lot lazier about
finishing a pack than I was in
my collegial years. Now, I'm
down to about a pack a month.
For all you non-smokers
out there, you don't need me to
tell you: don't start, no matter
how stre.c;sed you are.
But for all you smokers
out there, I het you understand
-there's nothing like the ddight
of stress coupled with a chokey,
smoggy cigarette. When smok
ing a cigarette, a frantic inter
lude that you had no control
over suddenly becomes a scene
where you 're the mover and the
shaker! (No, really, all that ciga
rette advertising has N000000 effect on me). The en
tire attitude;: of the stress
smoked cigarette conveys an
air of "Things may be about to
explode, hut if they do, I'm the
one who lit the fuse."
Of course, the heart at
tack you later get conveys the
air of "God, what an idiot I've
heen," but hey, those extra
twenty years of life span are
probably over-rated, anyway.
Technique Number
Four: DRAWING BAD PIC-

Staff:
News Reporter......................................... .........Dave Allen
News Reporter...... ............... .... .......... ...........Peter DeWind
Columnist. .......... ...... .......... ........... ....... ...... .Howard Beyer
Columnist/Chauffer......... ......................... .. ..Gabe DiMaio
Columnist. ........ .... .... ... .... ... ...... .... .... ............ ..Randy Janis
Columnist. ... ...... ...... ... .......... ... ... .......... ... Katie McDowell
Columnist... ......... ... .... .. .. ... ... .. .... ... ... ...... .......Pc::ter Nicely
Columnist. ..... ... .. .............. ..... .... ....... ...... .. ... ....Adam Perri
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TURES OF BAD PEOPLE.
Who are bad peopk'!
Why, anyone who gets in my
way, of course! The less ex
travagant (and non-occult)
equivalent of a voodoo doll
with pins, drawing unflattering
portraits of one's enemies is a
great way to achieve innc::r
peace.
Think you can't draw?
Bah! Ac; anyone who's seen
my drawings can tell you , I
have the artistic talent of an
epileptic frog/Editors note to
her own editorial: please note,
the author is not making fun
of epileptics! As history
shows, an unusually high mun
ber ofepileptics have achieved
great fame in the visual and
Literary arts. What the author
is actually making fun of is
~ the irony being, even if
a frog had the artistic benefit
of epilepsy, they have no ar
tistic talent.] But everyone is
a poet, writer, artist, or mod
ern dancer. So draw your Re
search & Writing instructor!
Give ' em fangs! Draw the
idiot who puts the Opinion in
your box every week! She's
responsible for the demise of
hundreds of trees! She gives
you more stuff to read! That
hitch!

Technique Number
Five : KILL EVERYONE
WHO USES TOO MANY
EXPLANATION POINTS.
Excuse me. I have to
jump off a bridge now. Enjoy
this week's issue of the Opin
ion! Have a great week!
Happy stress!
S.A.Cole
Editor-In-Chief

The
Opinion's
deadline is
Thursday at
about 5PM.
All submissions should
be in Word
Perfect 5.1,
and for safety's
sake include a
hard copy.
Either leave a
copy with us in
the office, or in
box 27 or box
95.
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Tardy Law School Grades
Impact Students on Financial Aid
By S.A. Cole
Editor-In-Chief
Late grades are often
an inconvenience for law stu
dents, as they try to get jobs,
figure out study techniques that
work, and in general recover
from the stress of classroom
performance anxiety. Waiting
months, or whole semesters, for
a grade can he frustrating, hut
there's another aspect of late
grades that occasionally has
dire consequences.
"Every semester, I get
my financial aid, and then they
take it away again," said a 3L,
speaking on condition of ano
nymity. "Our law professors
don't give anyone any grades.
It's a violation of the honor
code for me to talk to the pro
fessor about my grades before
they're out. But then I don't
have enough credits, and my
Financial Aid gets revoked."
This student spoke
anonymously to the Opinion
for several reasons. One was
the fear of retribution on the
part of professors late with their
grades. Another was their feel
ing that the honor code might
he jeopardized hy the mention
of their name coupled with late
externship grades, which would
make them readily identifiable.
Yet another was their economic
status, which is shaky due to
revocation of Financial Aid.
"When they [Finan
cial Aid) finds out that the
grades aren't in ... they'take the
TAP money away. When New
York State takes the money
hack, then they take the SUSTA
money away. I got a hill for
$1,500, right after I got the
check for that amount."
"When registration
time comes around, I won't he

able to register for classes.
They've check stopped my
account."
FinancialAid, when
asked generally about this
matter, told the Opinion:
"That can happen with the
TAP awards. You see, we
have to certify that a student
has completed a certain
amount of work, and if the
grades aren't in to get that
certification, then there's no
way to find out if they have
sufficient credit to he a full
time student."
This problem only
affects TAP and SUSTA, hut
definitely poses a problem
for students who rely heavily
on financial assistance to get
through law school.
According to Fi
nancial Aid, the problem can
be rectified the next semes
ter, when the grade is in.
"One the grade comes in, the
award is re-instated. The
grades are, as far as I know,
never more than a semester
late."
As we know, it is a
rarity, hut grades can he over
a semester late at the law
school. Late grades, coupled
with financially challenged
students, can result in sever
problems over tuition, enroll
ment, and meeting living ex
penses.
"I have no control
over how long it takes my
professor to put my grade
in," said the 3L. The student
then lamented the amount of
time and worry this problem
has caused them, and their
wish for the law school and
Financial Aid to come to
some resolution over the
matter.

Professor Carr speaks...
Cont'd from page 2

we need that." While there
are times, Carr said, that
hate crimes might he desir
able, he said that he be
lieved that we already had
sufficient laws on the
hooks.
Professor Carr con
cluded hy stressing that we
need to reconsider our
mode of action with regards
to the penal system. "We
seem to he focussing our at
tention on trying to punish
people after they have
crossed the line, when I
think we might do better.
IL<; just like drugs. The truth
is, we have tried interdic
tion and incarceration for
drugs for over 40 years, it's
been a miserable failure."
He offered the alternative of
education and treatment
from the front, to try to pre
vent many or the problems
that we have now "A-; a so
ciety, we seem ill equipped
to stand up and say ' you
know, we tried that, and it
didn't work, we need to go
down another path' when
that is what we need to he
doing."

a report that with the present evi
dence, th_ere was only enough to
charge a potential suspect with
second degree murder, and thus
no death sentence. Prore·s sor
Carr said that "In NY state, now
that we have the death pena1ty,
its covered hy section 125.27 of
the penal code which is murder
in tfic first degree. There are 12
aggravating circumstances that
make you eligible for the death
penally ...[including] killing a
police officer, killing a correc
tions officer, killing someone
while you arc incarcerated in
prison." Carr said that one pos
sibility was if this turns out lo he
a contract killing, which is also
covered hy the statute.
Carr rebuffed suggestions
that this might he considered a
hate crime. Even though New
York State docs not have a hale
cnme law on the hooks, he points
out that there arc already plenty
of other laws on the hooks that
cover a variety of crimes. "I can
charge him with murder in the
first or second degree, then in ad
dition to that, I'll charge him with
this hate crime. I don't know if

Comments on the Death
of Dr. Slepian
Continued from pg. 5
environment, rather than having
it in the often impersonal chaos
of hospitals.
"There art! many posi
tive aspects to the whole clinic
movement and experience, hut
the creation of clinics did fur
ther let hospitals feel like they
didn't need to provide this ser
vice.
"So clinics remain very
necessary, hut yes, it continues
the problem of the medical
marginalization of abortion providers, and the greater vulnerability of the staff and patients
of clinics to harassment and violence."
Professor Finley added
that hospitals that provide ahortions do get picketed. "The
picketers, obviously, don't
know who's going into the hospital for what rea<;on ...they just
hara<;s all the patients."
Recently, the mainstream
media has noticed and focused
on a website called the
"Nuremberg Files," a rightwing site that lists abortion doctors, the addresses of their
homes and businesses, and a
great number of personal facts.
When the "Nuremberg Files"
were mentioned, Professor
Finley had this comment:
"I'm wondering why the
media has all of a sudden discovered this website, it's been
around for quite a long time."
She also mentioned that these
extremist anti-abortion groups
are linked to white supremacist
and militia-groups. Several
groups, such as the Institute for
First Amendment Studies, and
theSouthernPovertyLawCenter, track the development of
these sites, and trace the many
ways they overlap.

When asked if a revising
the provisions of Roe v. Wade,
perhaps by limiting abortions to
the first trimester ( except for in
the case of emergencies), would
quell some oft he stark emotions
surrounding the abortion debate,
Professor_ Finley commented:
"I think it's true that
people, at an emotional, gut
level, feel less queasy about first
trimester abortions, and if you
talk to most physicians who do
abortions, they'll tell you that
doing later abortions is an ex
tremely emotionally wrenching
thing to do. But for people who
are opposed to abortion, they are
opposed to ahortion," no mat
ter how early. These forces, she
added, are not only opposed to
abortions, hut continue to speak
out against birth control.
Professor Finley is not
optimistic about a quick and
easy resolution to this increas
ingly violent issue.
"Unfortunately, I am pessimistic; I do not see it ending
any time soon. In fact, the vio
lence has been escalating. One
would usually not know from
readingthemedia...forexample,
in 1997 we had the most clinic
bombings occur around the
country since the mid-80's. If
you look at trend'-, the violence
is getting worse. It's not dissi
pating, or alleviating, at all.
"I wish I could offer some
words of optimism, but I see an
even bleaker future ... but on the
other hand I think that, as more
people become aware that it's
not just abortion under attack
these days, politically and medi
cally, hut also basic birth con
trol/contraception, I think that
may galvanize the sleeping
mac;ses out there."
Professor Finley com-

mented on the nature of
right-wing anti-choice mili
tants:
"I don't see how any
one, in good conscience, af
ter what's been happening,
can call anyone associated
with that movement · pro
life.' People who are truly
pro-life do not go around
advocating killing, encourag
ing killing, and doing killing.
So what they really are, is
anti-abortion."
Professor Finley's ul
timate conclusion is that
anti-abortion militants are
motivated hy an apprehen
sion regarding the blurring of
gender roles in society. Nu
merous works have been
published, asserting that the
world-view of anti-abortion
activists only accepts "tradi
tional" gender roles. Schol
ars have characterized the
mind<;et of such people:
"They feel very threat
ened about women control
ling their fertility, either
through contraception or
abortion, because they see it
as a disruption of the natural
order, where women are sup
posed to 'Be fruitful and
multiply.' I agree with that
analysis."

Professor Lucinda Finley,
ardent pro-choice supporter
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II /J.,I' (J 111'
By TONYA GUZMAN
Dear Fellow Law Students;
I am on the Executive
Board for Sub-Board I, where
part of my responsibility is to
sit on the programming grant
committee to decide who
receives the funds and how
much.
If any organization
plans to submit a grant request
to Sub-Board your organ
ization would be in a better
position to receive funding ifl
am aware of your application
and the details involved.
Additionally, I can discuss with
you how to "word" your
application in order to avoid
decreasing or dismissing your
request.
Programming
requests will he taken again in
the spring, please see me if I
can he of assistance.
Many concerns were
voiced at the la-;t SBA meeting.
Andrew Zackroki and I met
with Dean Olsen to discuss the
following issues:

I) The Computer Lab:
Q: Why is the lab monitor
sometimes missing in action?
A: The monitor is paid to he in
the lab at the designated times
at Dean Olsen will further
investigate this problem.
Q: Can the lab stay open until
11 :OOpm on Sundays, the same
as the library?

A: The lab should be open
the same hours as the
library, this is a "node"
problem but he will look
into the matter.
Q: Can the school add an
extra printer to the lab?
A: The Dean will look into
possibly getting a driifl
printer.
Q: Some students do not
know how to access their
pine/unix accounts.
A: Pine/Unix workshops
will he arranged.
Please be mindful
of other students using the
computer lab. If you have
a large printing job,
consider putting it on disk
and downloading later in
the evening when less
people are trying to print.
Additionally, as an
alternative, there are
computers in Baldy.
Let's
extend
common courtesy to one
another.
2) The Library
Can the library stay
open longer, possibly 24
hours?
A: The problem is having
staff present, paying them,
and safety is a concern for
students who leave the
campus at night.
Q: Can classrooms stay
open at night as an
alternative?
Q:

A: •He will look into having
1 or 2 classrooms stay open
at night with 1 person to
monitor the classroom.
Having security will also
have to be looked into.

3) Parking!
Q: There are not enough
spaces, can something be
done?
A: This has always been a
problem and is likely to
continue to he a problem.
The Jaw school has nothing
to do with the parking lot.
State capit:µ is used il!J9 they
base the number of spaces in
accordance with research.

4) Extemships
Q: The complaint is that
students are not being
allowed to choose their
externship or participate in an
area of their interest.
A: Externships now have
new ABA requirements.
Having the instructor choose
is now a requirement. Having
students arrange their
externship is not allowed
because you eliminate the
possibility of other students
not working or being chosen.
The objective is not have
hia-;es enter the picture by not
having employers ,pick and
choose student-;.

5) The Student Lounge

I met with Dean Avery to
discuss the change in no longer
allowing student" to
reserve
the lounge. The intention behind
the renovation of the lounge is for it
to be a lounge and not a meeting
place. The administration does not
wish to deny access to anyone.
Therefore, at this time organizations
cannot reserve the lounge.
However, Dean Avery is
willing to reexamine this after the
lounge has been open a while.

6) The Appointments Committee
The following students
were appointed to the various
committee's.
Academic Policy and Programs:
Anthony Elia, Carolyn Goodwin,
Joe Huang
Academic Standard-; and Standing:
Stephen
Coolhaugh,Karen
Connoly, Rachel Trapp
Appointments: Rochelle Jones, Ed
Russell
Budget & Program: Ahren
A"tudillo, Audrey Barr .
Faculty Student: Lisa Bertino,
Emilio Calaicocicho, Rayne
Hammond
Library: Ellen Sturm
Planning & Evaluation: Sarah
Knieser, John Michailidis
Public Interest/Fellowship: Mindy
Marranca
Special Needs: Kirsten Barclay,
Jason Bowman

This room has a rocking chair,
crib and changing table,
enabling morns to have a
private space to nurse or
change your baby. (Dads
allowed in also) The nursing
room is located on the 5th floor
next to the clinic.
Tim in the 3rd floor
mailroom is now a notary
public and a fax service has
been added.

A big applause to the
administration
for
addressing these needs!
Thank you to Kim
Fanniff, Dean Fleischmann,
Rebecca Monck, and Andrew
Zacrocki for making the UB
Bulls v. Morgan State a fun
event for the law student._.
Remember, the Stu
dent-Faculty Happy Hour is
November 5th, at 4:30 in the
.5th floor faculty lounge.
Your SBA reps are
doing a great job bringing forth
your concerns, please contact
myself or any SBA member if
you would like us to address
any issues.
Tonya-

GREAT ADDITIONS!
There is a nursing room
now open to students and faculty.

·What Role Will the Career Services Office Play Throughout My Law School Career?
What role will the Ca
reer Services Office play
throughout my law school ca
reer?
The Career Services Of
fice provides resource and as
sistance to all University at
Buffalo Law School students
and graduates seeking career
and job search guidance, in
formation, and resources. A
starting point for job seekers
seeking prospective employ
ers is the CSO library
(Rooms 610 and 611). It
includes articles and employer
literature from a broad range
of career sectors. If the rooms
seem a little overwhelming,
CSO staff is able to provide
some guidance for these other
resources. The Job Book
(Room 609) contains the most
current active listings. These
are employers who have con
tacted CSO to elicit applica
tions from students or gradu
ates.
Audrey Koscielniak,
Assistant Dean for Career
Services, is just one of the of
fice members with whom you
can make an appointment for
job search assistance. You can
also meet with Dawn
Skopinski, the Administrative
Assistant for Resources and
Public Practice, or with me,
the As. istant for Public Inter
est. Although most of my
work entails coordination of

public interest activities, I Students need to attend only summer job market. Geared to
am not limited to that prac- one of the available sessions lLs, the sessions will be held on:
tice area. I am glad to meet of each program. The OrienTuesday, November 3, 9 am in
with any student seeking talion meeting is designed to Room 107
job search, resume, cover introduce the staff, services
Monday, November 9, 11 :30 am
letter, or other career assis- and calendar for legal re- in Room 109
tance. We also have Gale cruiting. If you missed the
Throughout the year, the CaStrauss, the Administrative two sessions la"t week, there reer Services office brings in emAssistant for Services. She will be another held on ployers, alumnae and others for
is here to answer your day- Wednesday, November 4, at career panels: These panels will into-day questions, among 8:45 am in Room 214.
form you about your options for
them: currentjohpostings,
The Resume Writing employment. An example is our
reciprocity, alumni lists.
sessions seek to set the Gen- program on judicial clerkships,
Whal we do? We try era! framework for a re- which will he held later this month.
to provide a foundation for sume. This week sessions Once again our speaker will he our
your job search. First the are:
own Dean Nils Olsen who clerked
career services office pub- Monday, Novemher 2,
for the United States Court of Aplishes a week! y newsletter 11 :45 am in Room 107
peals in the 7th Circuit. Other topthat highlights current Wednesday, November 4,
ics are scheduled later this year
and are expected to include the JD/
events, opportunities and 3:15 pm in Room 107
resources. This includes
The CSO will hold MBA option, a post-graduation
job listings which we con- two sessions outlining the
sider prime, very interest- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.;;.._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
ing, or of strong interest to
our readers .
Next, we schedule a
series of fundamental programs to int rod uce firS t year and transferstudents
to the world of legal employment a nd our office.
The first was our Career
Information Fair th at
brought attorneys from a
broad range of practice areas and settings to talk wi th
students about possible
options. Currently, we are
conducting our mandatory
Orientation and Resume
Writing sessions for lLs.

AS i a D La W JOU r Da I a t U Di Ver Sit Y
0 f C a I i f Or D i a C a 11 f Or P a P e r S
TheA"ian Law Journal
at University of California at
Berkeley (Boalt Hall) is accepting submissions for publication in Volume 6, to he
published May 1999. The
· see k ing arhc1es,
·
Journa1 1s
casenotes,comments, hook
reviews, and recent develop-

elude: a discussion of issues which
affect Asians, legal analysis, strong
support, and complete and accurate
citations.

ment pieces.
The Journal welcomes

fornia at Berkeley, Berkeley, California 94720(510) 643-9643 FAX:

submissions from anyone;
you do not have to be a student or professor to submit.
Criteria for submissions in-

(510) 643-6171 e-mail: alj@
rocketrnail.com . Thank you for
supporting A'>ian American leb,,:
scholarship!

Works may he submitted to
the following• address:A-;ian Law
Journal 589 Simon Boalt Hall
School of Law University of Cali-

________________________

._

fellowship and debt management.
In addition, CSO staff
members are available for
one-to-one meetings to review
yourresume, cover letter, discuss interviewing techniques,
develop job search strategies,
or evaluate your options. To
set up a time, see Gale in
Room 609 . Come to my
office(Room 612) and, if I
can, I will meet with you immediately.
Our support does not
stop once you have graduated
from law school. We recently
changed our name to reflect
the fact that this office provi des continuing service to
any University of Buffalo
alum(new grad" or many years
out) who need assistance. One
tool that ha'> proven useful to
our graduated students is our
database of all Buffalo alumni
with
their
employ
ment( current and past) information. You never know when
you might see a friendly face.
Again, if you have any
questions, comments or letters, please submit th em to
Box # 4 , so th at 1 can answer
your concerns in the next column.

Ahren Astudillo is the
Assistant for Public Interest
Law in the Career Services
Office

~,
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Travels with A.A. Noel Criminal Law Society
Educational Panel
By A.A. Noel

I planned to be spontane
ous; I just never got around to
it. Sometimes you have to wait
for the right moment.
My friend, Rachel, and I
were talking to each other on the
telephone. During our break,
many One Ls would be going
home or taking time off to re
lax. She was going home for
much needed family nurturing
and was aghast that my only
plan was only to stay in town
and work on my outlines. Va
cation times were for recharg
ing batteries and readjusting
your worldview. It was her opin
ion that only a loser without a
clue would waste the opportu
nity.
I admit she jolted me into
thinking. With law school
comes the stress from the chal
lenges. I had been ragged.
Maybe a trip wa<; what I needed.
Over the last few years, any
travelling I did involved wed
dings in not too distant cities,
job interviews, or funerals. One
time it involved Iraqis and an
M16 rifle.
Spurred into spontaneity,
I called American Airlines, with
whom I am a not so frequent
flier in their frequent flier pro
gram. Now was my chance to
rack up- some points! I booked
passage on a 767 to London's
Heathrow Airport. A short-term
loan from home and a resolution
not to go to the cinema or to din. ner until well into the next mil
lennium made this dream hap
pen.
During my vacation ...
yes, that is right-VACATION,

I did many things I have always•
Initially, I was
wanted to do . My profile dark against it. Why spend all
ened the vaults of museums and that money only to be
the interior of churches. I saw turned down by a throng of
where Winston Churchill led bikini-clad vixens when I
Great Britain during "their fin could save money and get
est hour." I walked the stony turned down by the parka
path where Sir Walter Raleigh wearing princesses from
tread for 13 years as a prisoner Buffalo's West Side? My
in the Tower of London. I friends tried to convince me
learned that Americans like to unclench my buttocks
Margaret Thatcher more than and throw reason to the
Brits do.
winds. In a rare moment of
Just because an Englander weakness, I agreed. The
speaks English, that does not following week I was on an
necessarily mean he can be un Amtrak train to Florida. (It
derstood any better than a street work~d to my advantage. I
vendor from Yemen. That is just reasoned the 24 hour train
the accent, forget about the vo ride allowed me the time
cabulary. Cookies are biscuits, needed to write a paper for
chips are crisps, and fries are my "Physics for Poets"
chips. Why did Hitler want to class.)
invade this place?
I forgot about the
I had a great time and I ac frigid climate back on cam
tually did a little schoolwork on pus and reveled in coconut
the plane. My first vacation scented splendor. I drank
abroad was successful. My my body weight, tanned
thanks to Rachel for kicking me wonderfully, and many a
in the arse. You see, they say bikini-clad vixen rejected
arse in England instead of butt. my advances. I learned to
My last vacation was surf, ate oysters for the first
Spring Break 1985. Three time, and sang Jimmy Buf
chums from my high school days fet tunes a<; an orange sun
decided to trek down to Fort peeked over the Atlantic
Lauderdale. They invited me to Ocean.
go. I was truly surprised and
I learned this world's
wondered why they wanted me saddest sight is an un
to accompany them. Would my opened twelve pack of Tro
Noel Coward-like dry wit make jans that have been ribbed
the long travel ea<;ier'? Would for her pleasure.
my James Bond-like savior faire
I returned tanned and
attract the ladies? Sadly, it was well rested. I got an "A" on
because they needed a fourth the "Physics for Poets"
guy to share the hotel room. My term paper. Sometimes it is
newly approved student good to unclench one's but
MasterCard with the whopping tocks.
$500 limit also locked in the
room reservation.

Laptop
By Peter DeWind
It was not long after I re
ceived my acceptance letter that
UB envelopes began to arrive on
almost a daily basis. One of
these missives advised me that
I was rapidly entering the digi
tal age. It told me that I would
be at a huge disadvantage if I
did not own a computer. The
educational experience wa,; be
coming digitized and the profes
sional community was rapidly
converting to electronic re
sources. I was standing on the
· tracks and stood to be run over
by this digital train unless I took
some action to board it.
The letter opined that by
purchasing a laptop for use at
school I would experience the
maximum benefit of this digital
revolution griping the univer
sity. Now I see the letter was
correct. Using a laptop in
O'Brian hall does provide a
great many benefits. Unfortu
nately, most of these benefits
result from the insufficient ac
commodation<; this school pro
vides to laptop users.
Using a computer re
quires power. This generally

The Criminal Law Society is happy to
announce the first in a series of educational
panels. The panel will be dedicated to local
prosecutors and is scheduled for Wednes
day, November 4th at 7:00 PM is room 109
of O'Brian Hall.
The Speakers scheduled for the panel
are:

Kathleen Mehlretter
Criminal Division Chief, U.S.
Attorney's Office
Paul Moskal
Chief Counsel, Buffalo FBI Office
Peter Weinmann
Narcotics Bureau Chief, Erie County
DA's Office
The presenters will speak about the
nature of their jobs and how best to prepare
to become effective prosecutors. The panel
is an excellent opportunity to initiate the
summer job hunt. lL's are especially en
couraged to attend.
Keep your eyes open for future panels,
including a panel dedicated to defense
attorneys next semester.

Dances

requires the presence of outlets
from which to acquire this
power. Yet, even a brief perusal
of the lecture halls immediately
evinces that there are not enough
outlets to accommodate the
people who need them.
The main lecture hall,
room 106, has 160 seats. There
are 4 outlets in the room. At 2
plugs apiece this is a total of 8
plugs to serve the students. At
120 volts for each plug, this
amounts to a total of 960 volts
for the entire room. Andy
Warhol divided the amount of
fame available through mass
media into the total number of
people alive to arrive at the very
democratic 15 minutes of fame
for each person . Here, we find
that each student in lecture hall
106, home to many of the first
year classes, is allots 6 volts per
person. A similar calculation
from lecture hall 110 find-; that
each student is allocated 5.333
volts.
Each student receives the
equivalent voltage of 4 AA bat
teries. This is enough power
both my TV and VCR remote
controls. This is not enough
power to bring the State Univer-

sity of New York at Buffalo
School of Law's students
into the digital century.
,Admittedly, the situ
ation is better on the second
floor. Room 209, for ex
ample, ha,; 72 plugs for only
48 seats. This works out to
180 volts per person. More
than enough power a com
puter and a half for each
person. Unfortunately, the
plugs are only accessible to
the outside rows. A similar
problem is evident on the
first floor where the plugs
are only accessible to about
12% of the seats in Ie.cture
hall 106. Having enough
cumulative power is not suf
ficient.
Anyone wishing to
access a plug must, there
fore, sit in one of these
prized, power accessible
seats. Many of these-seats
are at the extreme rear of
the room. Such seats are
unacceptable to many of the
students who use laptops.
This only serves to exacer
bate the competition for the
prime, powered seats. It is
from this fact that many of

the benefits to using a laptop
in O'Brian are derived.
It starts on the first day
of class where one learns to be
extra early to try and claim one
of the coveted seats. To be late
is to be denied access to a plug.
This trait of temporal diligence
is reinforced by anyone inter
ested in using a laptop in the
library. Laptops are only per
mitted in a few of the study
carrels. These are dispensed
on a first come, first served
basis necessitating that one
arrive early in the morning to
acquire one. Ben Franklin
would have loved our carrel
system and the wisdom it pro
motes. As these carrels are
often gone by the end of 8 AM
classes, anyone wishing one
must simply skip the beginning
of an early class in order to
stand in line for a laptop car
rel. This has the benefit of al
lowing one to practice manag
ing schedule conflicts. To do
otherwise is to learn respect for
authority which using a laptr .,
provided me when the library
staff kicked me out of the

other, laptop free carrels.
There is nothing to pro
mote problem resolution, arbi
tration skills, and leadership
responsibility like a great many
people competing for the same
scant resource. After the first
few days of class a carefully
orchestrated ballet emerges
from the first floor lecture
halls. The chaos of everyone
struggling for an outlet gives
way to a natural and reasoned
order. A few people choose to
distinguish themselves by tak
ing leadership roles and pro
viding power strips for the sur
rounding students to use. Ev
eryone comes to know which
strip they should plug into and
when. This exercise in the de
vt:lopment of order is only
available to the laptop user.
Cooperation and punctu
ality are also promoted through
the sheer number of intercon
nected multiplug power strips,
cables, wires and bags crowded
into a constrained space be
tween the already narrow isles.
The sum effect is similar to that

Continued on page 6
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Is the SBA a DICTATORSHIP?
by David W. Polak, 2L,
Class Representative
Well, I don't think you
have to ask my opinion, be
cause by the time you are done
reading this article you should
be seeing the true colors of the
SBA this year. Don't get me
wrong, there are some very
hard working individuals giv
ing 110% for you, the student
body, but there are 14 new
class directors with no expe
rience in the SBA process. As
a result, one person continues
to act for you. When con
fronted, she talks just like a
typical politician. She tells
everyone who is not keen to
her ways what will make them
happy, but turns around and
does what she wants in the
end.
What are the issues or
instances that I speak of?
I. The down payment
for the Barrister's Ball has
been allocated, and a check cut
for Samuel's. The poll taken
from the student body favored
a downtown location, but
Samuel's was already selected
without even a vote from your
class directors.
Your student activity
fees are being used, and your
representatives can't even
speak for you. I asked at the
October 28, 1998 meeting if
other locations were looked
into, and a list was rambled
off. I was told that Samuel's
wa,; the best deal. So I asked
what the cost benefit is of
Samuel's over a downtown
location .
I was given a reply of,
"[a] $25 a ticket versus $40 a
ticket". That information is
incorrect, because there is a
hotel downtown willing to
beat the price of Samuel's, and
throw in hotel discounts. I
cannot confirm if other loca
tions were even looked into,
because no supporting mate
rial was brought to the general
SBA meeting for your
director's review and vote.
In addition to the ticket
price, about $2000 of your stu
dent activity fee is used for this
event. Allocation of money
should be approved by the
SBA directors, not just one
person.

2. I raised an issue on the
fact that we as student directors
are not allowed keys to the SBA
office this year, unlike past
years. The whole SBA was told
it was because of thefts, but if
someone needed a key,just ask
for one. After the meeting I
asked for one, but was told the
office hours of the E-Board
should cover my time when I
may need access.
Well, that is not true, be
cause I have 8AM classes Mon
day through Thursday. Shortly
after I get to the SBA office the
student assistant has to leave.
When I raised this issue, I was
told I could just close the door
behind me. So I said if I do that,
the door will be unlocked until
the next person comes in, which
could be hours later. The reply
was that is OK. The door will
not lock without a key.
If theft is an issue, should
we leave the office unattended
and unlocked with a new $1000
com puter sitting on the desk, la
ser printer, access to the phone
where long distance calls could
be made from, and whatever
else is considered so valuable?
Doesn't that go against the rea
son the door is locked in the
first place? Wouldn't it be
easier to just give the directors
keys again?I don't think I have
to mention the name of the in
dividual I am referring to, but
feel free to call the SBA office
and ask the president Tonya
Guzman who makes the deci
sions for the SBA.
Does this sound like a
dictatorship'! How do you now
feel knowing that about
$80,000( +) of your student ac
tivity fee is being controlled by
one person who want the power
of the SBA to herself? This old
saying comes to mind, "Power
Corrupts and Absolute Power
Corrupts Absolutely."
If you have any com
ments or questions, I can be e
mailed
at
<dpolak@acsu.buffalo.edu> or
contacted via my web page lo
cated
at
<http://
buffalolawlinks.home.ml.org>.

Editor's
Note:
Sometimes, the timing and
deadlines that a newspa
per runs on create the un-

fair result of improper
response time. In this in
stance, Mr. Polak sub
mitted this letter well
into the Opinion layout
process on Thursday
night (or actually, early
Friday morning). By the
time I knew ofthe letter -s
existence, it was too late
to call Ms. Guzman (who
has kids... we may seem
hard-hearted at the
Opinion, but we can be
considerate when the oc
casion calls for it).
However, Ifelt that
the timely nature of Mr.
Polak's letter~rafted
as it was in response to
an SBA meeting the
night before-should be
honored Therefore, I re
solved to include the let
ter in our formal layout,
and make all efforts to
call Ms. Guzman regard
ing this matter the fol
lowing day. I also fur
ther resolved to work
with her to provide her
with an opportunity to
respond to Mr. Polak, ei
ther in a special, photo
copied addendum of the
Opinion that will be dis
tributed simultaneously
with the paper on Mon
day, or with a prominent
spot in the subsequent
issue. The Opinion re
grets the inconvenience
to all concerned, and
assures the reader that it
will make every effort to
provide any party who
needs to speak about this
issue with a timely forum
in which to do so. Thank
you for your understand
ing-.5.A. Cole, Editor
In-Chief

On Wednesday, Oc
tober 28, the Student Bar As
sociation voted to support new
eefort to introduce a Loan For
giveness Program to UB Law.
The program will help gradu
ates who join the work force
with professionally, but not
lucratively, rewarding public
interest jobs.
The motion was in
troduced by 2L Rick
Staropoli, and passed without
criticism or opposition.
SBA representatives
were curious about what ex
actly the motion entailed.
Staropoli explained that pro-

grams at others school, such as
the one a NYU, establish a
fund, the interest of which is
used to pay a certain percent
age of a graduates loans
throughout their career. In or
der to qualify, a graduate must
remain in a certain wage
bracket. Most programs can
deliver a complete pay-out in
ten years.
Efforts will he made
to have alumni contribute to
what hopefully will be a base
fund of $1 million. The pro
gram, now endorsed by the
SBA, will soon enter the fdr
mal planning stage.

Bar examinees save life, pay the price
In California, more
than 600 soon-to-be lawyers
were taking the State Bar ex
ams in the Pasadena Conven
tion Center when a 50 year old
man taking the test suffered a
heart attack.
Only two of the 600
test takers, John Leslie and
Eunice Morgan, stopped to
help the man. They adminis
tered CPR until paramedics
arrived, then resumed taking

the exam. Citing policy, the
test supervisor refused to al
low the two additional time to
make up for the 40
minutes they spent help
ing the victim.
Jerome Braun, the
state Bar's senior executive for
admissions, backed the deci
sion stating "If these two want
to be lawyers, they should
learn a lesson about priori
ties."

Laptop Dances
Continued from pg. 5

most important lesson bring
ing a laptop provides.
When I began looking at
Jaw schools, I received a
wealth of information in which
schools bragged about their
technological infra-;tructure. I
visited schools in which each
lecture hall seat had an outlet
and in some cases its own port
ing capacity. Wired class
rooms and libraries seem to be
the way of the future. If we
are to truly to be progressive,
or even fulfill out aspirations
at technological proficiency,
we must at least provide suffi
cient electrical wiring.

of several clowns crammed
into a Fiat. One must plan
carefully hl!fore entering and
he sure to arrive punctually.
The alternative is to inconve
nience others by trying to step
through the maze, unpack in
the constrained space, and try
to plug in without causing a
cascading brown out for ev
eryone nearby. Everything
must be done in an ordered
and certain set of steps being
ever mindful of the needs of
others. This is perhaps the

The sign is installed... the lounge
can't be too far away...

Technicians
install the new
security system
for the first floor
student lounge
1L Jon Llerra, not deliver
ing that pizza to the hungry
Opinion staff ..

SBA Votes in Favor of Loan
Forgiveness Program
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Voting with a Bullet, Protecting Rights with a Gag
The assassination of OB/
G YN Doctor Slepian in Amherst,
New York thrust our quiet subur
ban community into the forefront
of the national news. Amherst,
which usually makes the national
news as one of the best and safest
places to live, now made the news
because of the work of a man with
a high powered rifle.
The abortion debate is not
something new to the Buffalo area.
After all, this is where the legend
ary Spring of Life demonstrations
took place, with pro-life protest
ers doing battle against pro-choice
clinic defenders at local clinics.
This culminated in cases such as
Schenck v. Pro Choice Network,
(the Supreme Court held that it
was ok to keep protesters a certain
distance from clinics, hut that there
could not he individual bubble
buffer zones around people).
The abortion debate is also
not something new to Dr. Slepian,
who has been the target of protests
outside his home. One such inci
dent had protesters outside his
house as his family was opening
Channukah presents. After listen
ing to protesters shout about how
he was a hahy killer, Di. Slepian
came out of his house with a hat
and smashed the windows of one
of the vans used hy demonstrators.
One of the most interesting
aspects of this case ha<; been the
almost cartoonish specter of pro1ife politicians calling for the ex
ecution of a pro-life gunman who
executed a doctor (who ostensibly
is supposed to heal and guard life,
and in this case, occasionally did
so via abortion, which extin
guishes a living breathing organ
ism).
But the abortion debate, I

suspect, is not one that will
ever he resolved. People
are either steadfastly pro
life or pro-choice. There
are people who are mixed
(as in, they personally op
pose abortion, but still sup
port choice), but they still
seem to stick to their guns
one way or the other.
The fascinating thing
about the abortion debate
is that it is a debate that is
not as clouded by propa
ganda as other debates tend
to be. For example, in the
debate over drug legaliza
tion, the government wages
an incessant war of propa
ganda about just how evil
drugs are (you know, this
is your brain, this is your
brain on drugs ... a brain is
a terrible thing to confuse
with an egg). But the is
sues over abortion are
probably about as black
and white as they get, re
ally. The fetus exists
within the woman's body.
The fetus lives, breathes,
and after a while shows re
action to stimulus. The fe
tus exists hy living off the
woman's body, nutrients,
etc. Up until a certain
point, the fetus cannot ex
ist on its own. Abortion is
terminal (with extremely
rare late term exceptions).
The primary debate
around abortion centers
around mushy philosophy
that no one can put a fin
ger on, and is often accom
panied with odd leaps of
faith. Pro-life people tend
to feel that life begins at

"Pro
choicer's of
fer the im
age of back
alley abor
tion doctors
and coat
hangers.
Pro-lifers
offer per
petual protest over
what they
deem to be
murder.
.
There
lS
little to no
chance that
the argu
ment will
ever be re
solved."

conception (every time I
think of this argument, I am
reminded by the song in
Monty Python's Meaning of
Life called "Every Sperm Is
Sacred"). The reality is, at
conception, there is nothing
more than cell multiplica
tion, and there is probably
not an intelligent con
science, any more than I
would dare say there is an in
telligent conscience on my
epidermal layer (the argu
ment at this point seems to
he extraordinarily leveraged
on what potentially may he).
On the flip side, pro-choicers
must accept that at a certain
point in the development,
that fetus reacts to stimulus
and may even become self
aware (the old "when did I
become me?" debate). De
spite this, there is the accep
tance of choice to extermi
nate such life.
What concerns me
with the abortion debate is
the extent that some people
are willing to go. On one
side of the aisle, there are
those who are willing to kill
to get their point across, and
on the other side of the ar
gument, I sense that there are
people willing to quash free
speech and debate (the at
tempt to institute floating
bubble harriers around indi
viduals, for example).
One only need look at
the following web page:
<http
II
www.christiangallery. com/
atrocity/aborts.html> to see
where some pro-lifers stand.
The primary atrocity page is

also referred to as the
"Nuremberg Files," and the
header on the page states boldly
that we should imagine abortion
doctors on trial. The goal of this
page is to gather information
about ALL abortion doctors in
the country, as well as ALL poli
ticians and notables who support
legalized abortion. Above and
beyond this, the page has the fol
lowing legend for all those listed:
Names in black are active, names
in grey have been wounded, and
names crossed out are "fatali
ties." Barnett Slepian's name
was on the list, crossed out.
The debate will probably
never come to an end. Pro
choicer's offer the image of hack
alley abortion doctors and coat
hangers. Pro-lifers offer per
petual protest over what they
deem to be murder. There is little
to no chance that the argument
will ever he resolved.
However, in the meantime
between now and the end of eter
nity, we need to re-evaluate our
priorities. Bullets will never end
abortion, and trying to restrict
speechand protest will also never
work (just as gun control does
little to deter criminals from ob
taining one).
Meanwhile, most pro
choicers and pro-lifers alike
mourn the loss of a doctor in our
neighborhood. Hopefully the
killer will he caught. And hope
fully the killing will not push us
to more restrictive laws such as
hate legislation, tougher gun con
trol, etc.

[ **Note: This is not an in
dictment of most pro-lifers or
pro-choicersJ
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by KEVIN HSI

Anyone who thinks
that politicians are unprin
cipled opportunists whose
votes are for sale to the
highest bidders may want
to think twice after looking
at the U.S. Senate .race in
Wisconsin.
Senator
Russ
Feingold, the Democratic
co-author of the ostensibly
bi-partisan (less than a
handful of Republicans
back it) McCain-Feingold
campaign-finance reform
bill, is running for reelec
tion in a extremely close
race whose script look as if
it could have been written
by Hollywood. (See last
week's issue of Time maga
zine.) Feingold is a truly
rare breed among politi
cians - a politician who
stands by his word and re
fuses to sell out his prin
ciples for the sake of reelec
tion. Among other things,
Feingold has remained so
true to his commitment to
ban soft money that he has
refused to accept any soft
money for his reelection
campaign.
Instead,
Feingold has raised his
money the old-fashioned
way ( direct solicitation
with a maximum contribu
tion of $1,000 per person)
and has vowed to spend no
more than $3,100,000 for
his campaign or $1 for ev
ery resident of Wisconsin.
Adding to the Holly-

wood-like script, the pro
gressive Feingold's Repub
lican opponent is an un
abashed
right-wing
"Newtoid" from the Repub
lican Class of 1994, Con
gressman Mark Neu-mann.
Neumann has also made a
similar pledge to limit per
sonal spending to the same
amount as Feingold with
the major difference being
that he has accepted an ad
ditional $1,000,000 soft
money donation from the
national Republican Party.
Feingold, on the other hand,
refused to even allow the
Democratic Party to give
him any soft money for his
campaign and as if that
wasn't enough, he even re
fuses to allow his campaign
to run any negative ads
against Neumann. In fact,
Feingold even recently told
the Democratic Senatorial
Campaign Committee (who
are privately worried that
Feingold's principled
stance will cost him his
seat) to remove an political
ad that they were running
on his behalf because he felt
it was a negative ad that at
tacked his opponent's po
litical stances. Neumann,
on the other hand, has no
such qualms and has been
running countless negative
ads against Feingold full of
name-calling (such as "lib
eral") and distortions (some
of which were later proved
to be outright false). Un
fortunately, Neumann's at-

tacks seems to be having an
effect as Feingold's poll rat
ings have dropped and the
race is now a dead heat.
Political observers
agree that a victory here for
either side will have enor
mous symbolic signifi
cance in the quest for ac
tual campaign finance re
form. This can be seen by
the fact that the head of the
Republican Senatorial
Campaign Committee
(RSCC) is Feingold's arch
nemesis Senator Mitch
McConnell of Kentucky.
McConnell has been the
Senate's most outspoken
opponent of campaign fi
nance reform and he has
eagerly led the fight to
scuttle the McCain
Feingold bill year after
McConnell,
year.
incidently, is also seen
along with Jesse Helms as
the Senate's top supporters
of the tobacco industry and
sure enough, the largest do
nor of soft money to Con
gress by far is tobacco gi
ant Philip Morris. In fact,
McConnell is so committed
to defeating campaign fi
nance reform that he and
the RSCC has been pour
ing enormous resources
into Wisconsin while ne
glecting the senate race in
Washington statewhere an
other right-wing Republi
can congressperson from
the class of 1994, Linda
Smith, is challenging a
weak incumbent. The

,.

•

main difference between their supporters in areas like
Neumann and Smith is that the tobacco industry. I want
although both share similar to strongly urge everyone to
views on most issues (includ contact everyone they know
ing speaking out against in Wisconsin ~nd tell them
Newt Gingrich), the main to vote for Feingold. As one
difference is that Smith sup can see, this year's congres
ports campaign finance re sional elections are anything
form (she backs the Shays but boring contrary to what
Meehan bill in the House the mainstream media (and
which is similar to the privately some Republicans
McCain-Feingold bill) who are hoping to depress
whereas Neumann does not. turnout) may have been tell
Consequently, Neumann has ing you. The Feingold
received over $1,000,000 in Neumann race is as exciting
aid from the RSCC whereas as it can get and even the
Smith has received around most jaded voter should take
$100,000. One result is that notice. After all, it would
Neumann has a very slight be the voters and not Holly
lead in the polls over wood who would be writing
Feingold whereas Smith is the ending to this script.
several points behind her Let's try to make it a happy
Democratic opponent Sena ending on November 3.
tor Patty Murray.
Simply put, the U.S.
Senate race in Wisconsin can
also be seen as a true test for
campaign finance reform
and whether or not principle
can triumph over money.
The choices cannot be more
stark as each candidate are in
astatistical dead heat. On the
one hand, you have Feingold,
the principled progressive
running a clean campaign
backed only by hard money
which he raised personally.
On the other hand, you have
Neumann, the Newt
,l
Gingrich styled-Republican
running a dirty campaign
backed by a million dollars
extra in soft money raised
from the anti-reform wing of
the Republican Party and

The
elections
are Tues
day, No
vember 3.
Don't for
get to ...,
vote!
l

On The Road....
'

Standing guard over the grand city of Bangor, Maine ... what
can this be?

Why, its a 50 foot statue of Paul Bunyan!

I
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You Say D 'Amato I Say Sleazebag
by KEVIN HSI

I would just like to re
mind everybcxiy at U .B. Law
School and elsewhere to
VOTE this Tuesday in the
gubernatorial and congres
sional elections. Contrary to
what people may think, ev
ery vote DOES cou_nt. (If you
don't think so, just ask the
politician from the Eighth
Congressional District in In
diana who lost by ten votes
in the 1980s.) This is espe
cially true this year with the
race for U.S. Senate in New
York State where polls show
incumbent Republican Sena
tor Al..J)' Amato running
neck to neck with Demo
cratic challenger, Congress
man Chuck Schumer. As
anyone watching TV or lis
tening to the radio over the
past few weeks would know,
this has been a no-holds
barred contest between the
two with attack ads occurring
daily. Personally, to me the
choice between the two is
very clear. I would choose
Schumer over D' Amato
without hesitation and would
strongly recommend that ev
eryone do the same.
There are many rea
sons as to why people should
do so, but perhaps the most
significant one that should
cross all political lines is that
Schumer supports campaign
finance reform measures
whereas D'Amato ·does not.
For example, Schumer backs
the McCain-Feingold bill .
which would outlaw the use
of soft money in political
campaigns. Without a doubt,
soft money is the most egre
gious campaign finance
loophole out there as it allows
both political parties to raise
millions in unregulated funds
for their party coffers from
big donors (which, chances
are, does not include 99% of
the country's population).
This soft money is then used
on behalf of candidates to
flood the airwaves with nega
tive attack ads under the
names of groups like
"Friends of Senator Al
D'Amato". The McCain
Feingold bill has been
brought to the floor of the
Senate several times only to
be defeated each time by a
Republican-led filibuster
backed by senators such as
D'Amato. (See related ar
ticle.) In fact, the Buffalo
News, New York Ti.mes and
Newsday have all cited

Schumer 's support and
D' Amata's opposition to
campaign finance reform as
one of their main reasons for
endorsing Schumer.
In fact, another reason
to vote against D'Amato is
that even among his fellow
politicians, he is considered
to be one of the biggest ben
eficiaries when it comes to
raising soft money and a king
( or tyrant) when it comes to
using attack ads. As theBuf
falo News would put it in
their October 25 endorse
ment of Schumer, "D'Amato
the politician has used that
money to finance an adver
tising campaign of half-truths
and untruths that cross the
line and stand as a commen
tary on D'Amato the person."
As if that wasn't enough,
D' Amata's ethics (or lack
thereof) isn't something New
Yorkers should be proud of
either as he has been rebuked
by the Senate's own Ethics
Committee for misusing his
office (i.e., conflict of inter
est charges, questionable do
na,tions, etc.) and D.' Amato
l
has since refused to allow the
contents of their findings
against him to be made pub
lic. (New York Ti.mes, Octo
ber 25, 1998 endorsement of
Schumer)
Sadly, D'Amata's ver
bal attacks are not limited to
political opponents alone.
For example, in 1986
D 'Amato made a notorious
comment against people of
color during an interview
with The New Republic.
While explaining why he
turned down a request to help
secure funding for a low-in
come housing project in
Brooklyn, D'Amato bluntly
said, "We didn't do too well
with the animal vote, did we?
Isn't it the animals who live
in these projects? They're not
our people." (The New Re
public, March 10, 1986)
More recently, during the O.J.
Simpson trial, D'Amato de
liberately mocked Judge
Lance Ito ( and Asian Ameri
cans in general) by speaking
in an highly derogatory sing
song tone about "lee-tie
Judge Eee-to"despite warn
ings by radio host Don Imus
(of all people) to "watch out...
or you'll end up on the front
page of the [New York] Daily
News" (sure enough, he did).
While D'Amato did eventu
ally apologize for these com
ments, they only came after a

community uproar in re
sponse to his initial denials
which he was forced to back
track on.
D'Amato is clearly the
product of an inefficient cam
paign-finance reform system
which allows politicians tied
to political machines, and big
business, to thrive. This sys
tem has long polluted our po
litical discourse
,. (thus leading
to greater voter apathy) and
allowed wealthy people and
businesses to get away with
things which would other
wise not be tolerated by most
people (i.e., massive tax loop
holes and tax breaks which
benefit billionaires and bil
lion-dollar corporations,
lower environmental stan
dards, anti-worker legislation,
military and economic back
ing of dictators who support
U.S. corporations, decreased
funding of legal services,
etc.). A victory for D'Amato
would allow this system to
flourish and make it even
harder to get any campaign
finance reform passed since
it'll put the Republican Party
(whose leadership officially
oppose any attempt to ban soft
money - in fact, some have
even called for the elimina
tion of any campaign contri
bution limit) closer to a fili
buster-proof majority of 60
seats.
D'Amata's supporters

say that he is an effective ad
vocate for issues which he
believes in. Even if that is
the case, that is also the what
both supporters and oppo
nents say about Chuck
Schumer. Schumer, con
trary to what D'Amata's ads
say, has a reputation for be
ing one of the hardest work
ing (and certainly one of the
most outspoken) members
of Congress. Among other
things, Schumer has been a
leader in passing the ban on
the sale of assault weapons
and he played a leading role
in drafting and passing a law
which requires banks to in
form the public as to
whether or not their ATMs
charge a fee to outside us
ers. As the New York Times
would put it, "Mr. Schumer
has the capacity to become
the kind of senator New
York deserves, a senator
who will engender pride
rather than embarrassment."
It is definitely time to start
cleaning up our political sys
tem - if nothing else, our ears
will appreciate it whenever
we watch TV or turn on the
radio. One can start by vot
ing to kick Al D'Amato out
of office this Tuesday.
P.S. I would advise
people (and especially
SUNY students) to think
very carefully over whether

or not they would really want
to vote to re-elect Governor
George Pataki. [n case people
don't remember, during his
first year in office, Pataki tried
to pass the largest tuition in
crease in SUNY history
along with an unprecedented
cutback in funding for SUNY
These measures were eventu
ally scaled back due to mas
sive student resistance but the
increased tuition and de
creased services still forced
thousands ofstudents to leave
school and many more to de
lay timely graduation. My
recommendation would be a
vote for Peter Vallone, the
Democrat. However, I would
also recommend that people
take advantage of New York's
fusion (multi-party) voting
system and vote for Vallone
on the labor-backed Working
Families Party ticket. As l~ng
as Vallone gets at least 50,000
votes on that ticket, this third
party would get its own spot
at the voting booth in the
2000 elections and can field
its own candidates that can be
(officially) independent of the
Democrats and Republicans
(much like the Liberal and
Conservative Parties). For
those who are tired of the two
party "business as usual" sys
tem, this alternative definitely
has its potential.
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DESMOND MOOT COURT
WEEK...

Judges from the competition in the lobby of O'Brian...

Are they drunk?
Is Russ Maines ok?
What was the photog
rapher thinki!!:g when
she cut out most of
Terry McNamara?
This is not a proud
moment for users of
disposable cameras...

Moot court strikes a pose....
Desmond Moot Court held its annual
Fall competition this last week ... results
should be announced soon ...

Kicking back and enjoying just a few of
the many beers consumed that night...

Law Students no doubt reminicing about how the price of
free beer has increased over the years... "Back in my day, they
used to PAY us to drink free beer. .. "

Scenes From Yet
Another Bar Night for
UB School of Law...
(a unique view of the "people in our neighborhood... " at
The Steer in University Heights ... )

"Beer? We don't nee-! no steenkin beer!"

•
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Interview with 2L Rick Staropoli
Working on the Jonathan Parker Defense Team
By SA. Cole
Opinion: What is
your overall character
ization of this case?
Rick Staropoli: If
we must have the death
penalty in New York
State, I see this ease as a
fairly good example of
how capital cases should
be tried. In general, the
interaction between Prosecution and Defense was
quality communication.
District Attorney Joseph
Marusak made a solid effort, and was "rewarded"
with a guilty verdict on
the Murder One charge.
Jim Harrington and John
Elmore put on a spectacular mitigation presentation, and Jonathan
Parker was "rewarded"
with a Life Withol!t Parole sentence. Despite
the glaring jury problems, the case was tried
fairly by Judge D'Amico
and a dedicated jury.

0: The defense put
a lot of "personal" wit
nesses on the stand dur
ing the sentencing phase,

do you feel that this was
what kept the jury from
giving Jonathan Parker
the death penalty?
RS: A few jurors
have given statements to
the press and to the De
fense counsel concerning
their reasoning during the
seventeen hours of deliberation. What he hear
from them is that the tes
timony of Jonathan
Parker's brother was key
to their decisions.
Jonathan's background,
including the history of
abuse and homelessness,
was important to them in
creating a full picture of
the person to be sen
tenced. Without the miti
gation witnesses, such as
his relatives and teachers,
the sentence was death.
0: What did you
learn working on this
trial?
RS: I have learned
much about my inability
to "read" people. Not
only was I terrible at the

11-iE C. fLf 8~_. TEV P.£TDAN
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jury selection phase, but
I was also shocked at how
poorly I read the jury's
reactions during the trial.
From what I have heard
from the jury since the
sentencing ended, I now
know that I utterly mis
read certain jurors. Part
of this realization is a new
knowledge of what it is
in me that makes me not
cynical enough to prop
erly assess a potential ju
ror. For too long, I have
assumed the best of
people, and assumed that
they are telling the truth
about themselves. I feel
like an ass.

staff, has been lifted, but
that sustained weight has
taken its toll. If it had not
been for the support of
the Capital Defender Office in Rochester, we
would have been incapable of putting on the
quality defense which
saved Jonathan's life.

0: Did you feel the
jury would come back
with a Not Guilty verdict?
RS: I got my hopes
up a little.
When I
thought logically about it,
I knew we didn't have too
much of a chance to hear
a Not Guilty verdict on
the Murder One charge.
But my heart kept hop
mg. I was let down.

0: How stressful
was putting on a death
penalty defense for those
involved?
0: What do you feel
RS: I've aged at
least five months since I are the strongest points to
started working at appeal in this case?
RS: At its core, the
Harrington & Mahoney
in May. People are very jury selection process
tired. The burden carried was flawed. There is no
by the two defense attor justification for the fact
neys, and by their support that Jonathan was tried

O

on a Murder One charge
in front of an all-white
jury with an average age
of about 48. Are they his
peers? This was an
avoidable situation, par
ticularly because there is
precedent for having a
"city jury," one chosen
from within Buffalo, instead of from all of Erie
County. This was a crime
committed in the city by
a city resident. Two of
the jurors live in the city.
Jon athan 's right to be
tried by a jury of his peers
has been violated. The
panel was far from "rep
resentative." If we had
not suggested an viable
alternative process, it
might not be as strong an
argument on appeal.

The Opinion would
like to thank Rick for both
seeking permission from
his employer to speak
about this matter, and
taking the time to tell his
fell ow students about this
important case.
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hyDAN BAICH
This offseason in base
hall will certainly he exciting,
as there have never heen more
quality players potentially on
the move. A quick look ahead
at next year's contenders as
they try to reload:
At press time, the Mets
inked C Mike Piazza to a
record $91 million dollars over
7 years and lefty Al Leiter to
$32 million over 4 years. Look
for a C Todd Hundley trade to
Boston for 3B John Valentin
in a great deal for both teams.
(Thanks Mike). Look for the
Cubs to sign 3B Robin Ventura
from the crosstown White Sox
and then try to add a number
one starter, perhaps Todd
Stottlemyre, if Texas can't re
sign him Mo Vaughn will stay
in Boston, despite hids from
Toronto and Baltimore The
Braves may sign 2B Roberto
Alomar from Baltimore, and
get him away from the AL
umpires who will forever hold
a grudge from Spitgate. Cleve
land will also take a run at
Alomar, and the chance for
him to play with brother C
Sandy may he too good to pass
up Dominant righthander
Kevin Brown has said he
would like to play in Atlanta,
(God, that staff would he
scary) and if the Braves sign
him, look for Denny Neagle
and possibly P Kevin
Millwood to be shopped for a
power-hitting leftfielder, pos
sibly Brian Jordan of the Car
dinals St. Louis owes Mark
McGwire a playoff run and
they need pitching. They have
extra outfielders, either Jordan
or Ray Lankford will he traded
for pitching San Diego has said
they would like to sign one of

their top free agents, Brown, 3B
by DAN BAICH
Ken Caminiti, or CF Steve
Finley, before the Nov. 3 sta
"Ballgame Over!
dium referendum. If the refer World Series Over! Yankees
endum passes, they sign all Win!! THHHHE YAN
three . If not, it will he a KEES
WIN!!!" Andsowith
Marlinesque firesale, and its
this
John
Sterling call, the
bye-bye to baseball in San Di
greatest
baseball
season in
ego .Houston will take their
history
came
to
a
close.
We
best shot at re-signing lefty
Randy Johnson, hut he may now know that the 1998
end up in Cleveland or on the Yankees are the Greatest
Yankees . Cleveland is desper Baseball Team in history,
ately looking for a number one my ca-;e rests with 125 wins
starter and if they can't sign and a World Series sweep
Johnson they will try to pry and no you cannot win an ar
Roger Clemens from Toronto. gument with me on this one
Look for Texas to also make a so don't even try. The Great
run at Clemens, should the Home Run Chase is over
Blue Jays fail to sign any big and it gave us 70 and 66 and
name free agents to satisfy Mac and Sammy and we will
Clemens' desire to win .The tell our grandkids about this
Rockies, Diamondbacks and season. The offseason will
Yankees are officially in the
he exciting, see (the Rumor
Bernie Williams sweepstakes.
Mill) and I can't wait till my
The winner (read Rockies) gets
Yankees WILL defend their
to shell out $11-14 million per
title. This all lead<; me to say
year for a good, not great,
centerfielder. If the Yanks lose baseball is back from the
Williams, it will get interesting. dark ages of 1994 and it is
St. Louis offered CF Ray the National Pasttime again.
Lankford for LHP Andy Don't think so, ask the NFL
Pettitte (No way), the Yanks whose ratings were down
could sign CF Jim Edmonds, nearly 20% in September.
This bring us to the
who won't he hack in Anaheim
(Nice fit) or they could go NBA Folks, this league is in
postal and outbid Atlanta for trouble. The squabbling bil
LF Barry Bonds from the Gi lionaires arid millionaires
ants, who have been secretly can't see the forest from the
shopping him, for prospects trees. It took baseball's best
and let rookie Ricky Ledee sea-;on ever to bounce back
play center with Chad Curtis from the strike of 1994 and
(Wow). Can you see Bonds hockey still hac;n't recovered
hitting 60 homers in the Bronx the momentum it had when
with the short rightfield the Rangers won the pre
porch?!! The betting is if strike Stanley Cup in 1994.
Cleveland gets Johnson or
This is a league that was fac
Clemens, Bonde; is a Yankee,
ing the retirement of its best
if not welcome Edmond,;; to.the
player ever, Michael Jordan,
Bronx.
the breakup of its dynasty,
Just remember where
the Bulls, and most of its
you heard it first.
next generation of stars have
been in jail more often than

they've been in the playoffs.
Talk about really bad timing.
The longer this goes on, the bet
ter for the NHL. Something
about the only weeknight game
in town.
Turning to the NHL,
the Devils look bad, the Rang
ers worse, and the Islanders are
clueless. New York hockey is
in for a dismal season. The Buf
falo Sabres are a top-flight cen
ter away from being the best
team in the Eastern Conference.
Too bad they missed the boat on
Doug Gilmour. If this franchise
has any guts , look for a big
trade ...Jeremy Roenick would be
nice.
The college football
season is underway and boring.
Still look for Ohio State to battle
UCLA for the national champi
onship and if one 9f them
stumbles, the winner of the an
nual Florida-Florida State game
should step in.
Finally, the NFL. Is there
a better story this year than Doug
Flutie? How can you not cheer
for this guy? A 5'10" underdog
who won the Heisman Trophy,
played in the NFL, was exiled .
to Canada, and is back winning
games for his autistic son. I'd
like to negotiate the movie deal,
it's gonna he phat. That said,
there are really only 5 teams vy
ing for the Super Bowl - Den
ver, Minnesota, Green Bay, San
Francisco and Jacksonville.
Speaking of Denver, the real
question is can they match the
'72 Miami Dolphins and have an
undefeated season? Unlikely,
maybe, but this writer thought it
ridiculous that someone would
hit 70 homeruns this year and
lost money because of it.
Just remember where you
heard it first....

Mattina To Receive Jaeckle Award From UB Law SChool
Erie
County
Surrogate's Court Judge Jo
seph S. Mattina will receive
the 1998 Edwin F. Jaeckle
Award, the highest honor given
hy the University at Buffalo
Law School and its Law
Almuni Association at a lun
cheon at 12:30 p.m. on Nov. 14
in the Hyatt Regency in Buf
falo.
Mattina will receive
the award following the law
school's 23rd annual alumni
convocation.
The annual award,
named for Edwin F. Jaeckle, a
1915 graduate of UB Law
School, is presented to an in
dividual who has distinguished
himself or herself and made
significant contributions to the
law school and the legal pro
fession .

Mattina, a 1956 UB
law graduate, was first elected
to Erie County Surrogate's
Court in 1982.
He has distinguished
himself as one of New York's
outstanding surrogates for his
well-reasoned, intellectually
stimulating and innovative
opinions.
Active in proposing
and drafting new legislation
as a member of the Office of
Court Administration's Legis
lative Advisory Committee,
he was one of 16 judges na
tionally to be inducted in 1988
as a charter member of The
National Judicial College's
Hall of Honor.
More recently, The
National College of Probate
Judges recognized his service
as surrogate by honoring him

with the Treat Award for Ex
cellence.
Mattina has lec
tured and written widely for
trial judges on sentencing
and served as a faculty mem
ber at the National Judicial
College in Reno, Nev.
Prior to heing
elected to Erie County
Surrogate's Court, he served
as an assistant Erie County
district attorney,, Buffalo
City Court judge, Erie
County Court judge and
State Supreme Court justice.
The law school's
23rd annual alumni convo
cation, to be held from 8:30
a.m. to noon, will focus on
current problems in trust and
estate practice, including
non-probate assets, pre- and
post- marital agreements and

lifetime trusts.
Speakers will be Peter
J. Brevorka, a partner in the firm
of Jaeckle, Fleishmann &
Mugel; Susan Egloff, county at
torney-referee in Erie County
Surrogate's Court; Kenneth
Joyce, SUNY Distinguished
Teaching Professor in the UB
Law School; Charles E. Milch,
a partner in the firm of Gibson,
McAskill & Crosby; Michael J.
Ryan, a member of the Edward
C. Cosgrove law firm, and John
E. Spadafora, managing partner
of Mutusick, Spadafora &
Verrastro.
Attendance at the con
vocation has been approved for
three continuing legal education
credits.
The underwriters for
the event are Harold C. Brow i!
& Co., Inc.; Marine Midland

Bank; Buyers & Kaczor Re
porting Services, Inc., and
Commonwealth Land Title In
surance Co.
The cost of the event
is $50 per person for law
alumni association members,
and $75 per person for all oth
ers. For further information,
contact Ilene Fleischmann at
645-2107.
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